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Dear Readers,

The New Year is here, 2014. This year also happens to be the
“International Year of Small Island Developing States” as declared by the
United Nations.

In this quarter the U.P. State Biodiversity Board emphasized on
trainings in particular. These trainings were on general issues of
biodiversity along with legal aspects of the Biological Diversity Act. The
objective is to make people aware through education and training about
protection and conservation of biodiversity to inculcate in them a
sensitivity towards biodiversity.

We also celebrated the World Wetland Day and World Sparrow
Day with enthusiasm. Your comments, suggestions to improve this
issue are most welcome at upstatebiodiversityboard@gmail.com.

- Editor
Sarus Crane
Courtesy : Neeraj Mishra
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1- World Wetlands Day, 02nd Feb, 2014

The year 2014 is the UN International Year of Family Farming — so the Ramsar Convention chose
Wetlands & Agriculture as the World Wetlands Day theme for 2014.

The U.P. State Biodiversity Board celebrated World Wetlands Day on 2nd February, 2014 in
collaboration with Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow and Regional Science City, Aligan;j,
Lucknow. The programme aimed at creating awareness for the wetland conservation among the
students of schools and colleges and local people of the Lucknow.

The celebration of World Wetlands Day started on 7st February, 2014 with various competitions
like Rangoli, PPT Poster Display and at Spot Painting Competition. The competitions were organized in
three groups i.e. Group A- (class 6th to 8th), Group B- (class 9th to 12th) and Group C- (Graduation and
Post-Graduation Student) at Regional Science City Aliganj Lucknow.

Atotal of 200 (approx.) students of various Schools, Colleges and University actively participated
in different events throughout the programme. Prizes along with the certificates were distributed to the
winners by Mrs. Pratibha Singh, Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board,
Lucknow. The list of prize winners of the Wetlands Day competitions is given below:

Group A: Rangoli

Name of the student School Class Result
Somya Srivastava H.A.L School VIiI First
Mansi Gaur H.A.L School VI Second
Kirti Pandey H.A.L School VI Third
Group B: Rangoli

Name of the student School Class Result
Harshita Rajnesh Seth M. R. Jaipuria School - First
Riya Patel Seth M.R. Jaipuria School - Second
Monalisha H.A.L School Xl Third
Group B: PPT Poster Display

Name of the student School Class Result
Ujjawal Singh H.A.L School Xl First
Utkarsh Asthana H.A.L School Xl Second
Priyanshu Sahu H.A.L School Xl Third
Vashishtha Narayan H.A.L School Xl Third
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Group A: Painting

Name of the student School

Sonam Agrawal Seth M. R. Jaipuria School
Harshi Lal Seth M. R. Jaipuria School
Vardaan Mishra H.A.L School

Group B: Painting

Name of the student School

Unnati Jain H.A.L School

Aman Gupta H.A.L School

Swarnima Singh H.A.L School

Class
VI
VI
VI

Class
XI
XI
XI

Result
First
Second
Third

Result
First
Second
Third

Glimpses of different competitions organised on 1st February 2014

A view of Rangoli competition

Poster judgement by the experts at Regional Science City, Aliganj, Lucknow
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Students taking part in Painting competition

- 3

Judgement of Rangoli by the experts

Prize Distribution

Prize distribution to winners Photograph of the winners of the events

On 2nd February 2014, the programme started with flagging off of wetlands awareness and
wetlands birds' diversity surveying vehicles from the campus of University of Lucknow. Mrs. Pratibha
Singh, Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow motivated the
volunteers to explore the wetlands and the probable threats. Four teams with volunteers set out at 6:30
am to various places to discover the wetland's biodiversity.

During the survey, observations were made, for a full day, at 4 sites in and around Lucknow. Total 14
conserved and non conserved wetlands were explored by the 04 groups of 19 people. The survey was
carried out at appropriate time i.e. starting at 7:00 A.M to view the morning diversity and the survey was
completed at 5:30 P.M to see the diversity before dawn. The surveys were carried on foot and vehicle as
feasible according to the area. Awareness for wetlands conservation was also created through
distribution of awareness materials such as flyers and pamphlets to the local people as well as
students.

The awareness vehicles visited following areas in and around Lucknow:-

1. NawabganjBird Sanctuary (Conserved),
2. PurainJheelin Unnao
3. BhadeshaJheelin Unnao
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Dahipond in Unnao.
Maghaiya Purva Jheel in Gosaiganj, Lucknow
Nawab Ali ka Purva in Gosaiganj, Lucknow
Dhan Talab
Aneeya Jheel in Amethi, Lucknow

9. SakriJheelin Amethi, Lucknow

10. Salarpur Jheel in Deva Barabaanki

11. Kodwa Jheel in Deva Barabaanki

12.Bhaghar Jheel in Fatehganj

13.Puraina Jheel in Deva Barabaanki

14.Khebali Jheel in Deva Barabaanki

Followed by different field visits/surveys, a power point presentation was also held on 11-02-2012 at
U P State Biodiversity Board's Conference Hall. Teams that visited the field shared their experience.
Certificates of participation were awarded to the participants by Mrs. Pratibha Singh, Conservator of
Forests, U.P. State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow

© N o b

Presentations by groups

Recommendations of students from survey:
1) Prevention of high level of pesticides and fertilizers in fields that are along the wetlands.

2) To prevent the over exploitation and sustainable use of wetlands for fish and water chestnut
cultivation, irrigation purpose.

3) Topreventsoil digging from wetlands.

4) There are many dead Pisces, birds and reptiles found in wetlands so it should be necessary to test
water quality of all wetlands.

5) Do notused wetlands as a dustbin for dumping of polluted water of city.
6) Tocheck soil erosion orfilling of wetlands.
7) Fishseeds should be applied in the wetlands with prior consult of Fisheries Department.

8) Sustainable use of water forirrigation.

9) Preventing the drainage for agriculture and construction work
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10) Prevention of soil erosion and siltation.

11) Proper co-ordination should be between Forest Department, Fisheries Department and
Construction agencies. Lack of co-ordination and complicity and contradictory objectives of
policies have led to unwise, unsustainable and destructive exploitation of wetlands.

12) There should be managementinputs.
13) Wetlands should be restored and recreated.

14) In most wetland reserves, vegetation (e.g. Paspalum distichum, Vetiveria zizanoides, etc.) needs
to be cleared periodically and moderate grazing encouraged. Some wetlands require digging or
dredging in the dry season, and encroaching Prosopis juliflora annually removed.

15) Efforts are needed to control hunting, including by patrolling wetland protected areas and
intercepting illegal hunters, and by monitoring and controlling the sale of water birds.

16) Measures are required to minimize conflicts between Sarus Cranes and local people, including
setting aside small areas of uncultivated wetland and grassland for nesting, and education
programmes stressing the threatened status of this species and the traditional relationship
between cranes and man.

17) Surveys are required to identify key feeding and roosting areas for residential and migratory birds.

18) Promoting the cultivation of water spinach, Jussiacea, cyperus and other similar weeds on which
water birds feed.

Besides, U.P. State Biodiversity Board also organized poster and essay competitions in different
schools/colleges. A total of 131 students from different schools of Lucknow actively participated in
these competitions. Out of which, 55 students of Group A (Class VI to VIII) and 32 students of Group B
(Class IXto XlI) participated in the Essay Competition. Atotal of 44 students of class IX- XlI participated
in the Poster Competition. The winners were awarded prizes accordingly. The results of the programme
are asunder:

2. Results
A) Essay Competition
Group A (Class VI- Vi)

SINo. Name of Student Name of the School Class Result
1 Hritik Mohan Rani Laxmi Bai Memorial School, Sec-14, VIII-E First
Indira Nagar, Lucknow

2 Kshitij Nargwani ~ Rani Laxmi Bai Memorial School, Sec-14, VIII-A Second
Indira Nagar, Lucknow

3 Satyam Yadav Riverside Academy, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow VIl Third
Group B (Class IX- XllI)

1 Hrithika Singh Rani Laxmi Bai Memorial School, IX-D First
C-Block, Indira Nagar, Lucknow

2 Soni Yadav Awadh Academy Inter College, Lucknow XI-A Second

3 Sadaf Parvez Riverside Academy, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow Xl Third
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B) Poster Competition
Category- Class- IX- XlI

SI No.
1

2

Name of Student Name of the School Class
Twisha Gupta Kendriya Vidyalaya Gomti Nagar, Lucknow X-E
Anjali Verma TD Girls Inter College, Lucknow XI-B

Suraj Shah Awadh Academy Inter College, Lucknow IX

Winners of the poster competition

Result
First
Second

Third

First Prize, Twisha Gupta

Third Prize, Suraj Shah

Second Prize, Anjali Verma
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2- World Sparrow Day
20th March, 2014

World Sparrow Day is a day designated to raise awareness of
the House Sparrow and other common birds to urban environments,
and of threats to their populations, observed on 20th March. It is an
international initiative by the Nature Forever Society of India in
collaboration with the Eco-Sys Action Foundation (France) and
numerous other national and international organisations across the
world.

World Sparrow Day also has a broader vision to provide a
platform where people who are working on the conservation of the
House Sparrow and other common birds can network, collaborate
and exchange conservation ideas which will lead to better science
and improved results. It aims to provide a meeting ground for people
from different parts of the world to come together and form a force that
can play an important role in advocacy and in spreading the awareness on the need of conserving
common biodiversity or species of lower conservation status.

The World Sparrow Day (WSD) was celebrated on 20th March, 2014 at the Regional Science
City, Aliganj, Lucknow. The day was jointly celebrated by U.P. State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow,
Zoology Department, Lucknow University and Regional Science City, Lucknow. The aim of the
programme was to raise awareness regarding Sparrow conservation among the students through
various competitions.

The celebration of World Sparrow Day started on 19th March, 2014 with various events like Art and
Quiz Competitions. The competitions were organized in two groups i.e. Group A- (class 4th to 8th) and
Group B- (class 9th to 12th) at Regional Science City Aliganj Lucknow. The details of the events are as
follows:

In all 172 students of various schools in Lucknow participated enthusiastically in the aforesaid
events. In which, 81 students of Group 'A' (57) and Group 'B' (24) participated in Art competition on
"Sparrows in and around your garden" and 91 students of Group 'A' (21) and Group 'B' (70)
participated in the quiz competition on "Sparrows". Prizes along with the certificates were distributed to
the winners by Mrs. Pratibha Singh, Conservator of Forests, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board,
Lucknow. The list of prize winners of the World Sparrow Day competitions is given below:

1- Art Competition:
GROUP- A (class 4th -8th)

SNo  Name of the Student School Class Prize

1 Kuhuk Agarwal Seth. M.R. Jaipuria School, Gomti Nagar, VI First
Lucknow

2 Samriddhi Singh  Seth. M.R. Jaipuria School, Gomti Nagar, VIl Second
Lucknow

3 Satvik Rastogi Seth. M.R. Jaipuria School, Gomti Nagar, A Third
Lucknow
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1* prize Kuhuk Agarwal 2" prize Samriddhi Singh 3" prize Satvik Rastogi

GROUP- B (class 9th -12th)

SNo  Name of the student School Class Prize

1 Bhavana Yadav Seth. M.R. Jaipuria School, Gomti Nagar, XI First
Lucknow

2 Harshita Rajnish ~ Seth. M.R. Jaipuria School, Gomti Nagar, XI Second
Lucknow

3 Bhagat Singh C.M.S. Mahanagar, Near Badshah Nagar, IX Third
Lucknow
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1% prize Bhavana Yadav 2" prize Harshita Rajnish

2- Quiz Competition:
GROUP- A (class 4th -8th)

SNo  Name of the student School Class Prize

1 Aditya Verma Sri Ayodhya Singh Memorial Inter College, Vi First
Chinhat, Lucknow

2 Ayush Yadav C.M.S. Mahanagar, Near Badshah Nagar, VIl Second
Lucknow

3 Khuboo Pal Sri Ayodhya Singh Memorial Inter College, v Third

Chinhat, Lucknow
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GROUP- B (class 9th -12th)

SNo  Name of the student School Closs Prize

1 Ayushi Singh C.M.S. Mahanagar, Near Badshah Nagar, IX First
Lucknow

2 Shreya Srivastava C.M.S. Mahanagar, Near Badshah Nagar, IX Second
Lucknow

3 Jainub Shaikh M.L.M. Higher Secondary School, IX Third

Sec.A., Aliganj, Lucknow

Awareness materials published and distributed on the occasion of
World Sparrow Day-2014

RLD SPARROW DAY

“SE¥ (March 20th, 2014)
< j ( . . ,Q

Organized By
Biodiversity & Wildlife Conservation Lab
Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow
L.P. State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow
Regional Science City, Aliganj. Lucknow
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Glimpses of World Sparrow Day -2014 Celebration

e \atat S
Students participating in Students with their paintings Students participating
Art Competition in Quiz competition

A view of paintings by Prizes and certificates Prize distribution
the students for winners

Besides, World Sparrow Day Campaign was also organized on 20th March, 2014. The event
started at 6:30 am covering more than 30 areas of Lucknow (Triveninagar, Khadra, Daliganj, Aliganj,
Aminabad, Indiranagar, Alambagh, Chowk, Telibagh, Kapurthalla, Vikasnagar, Mahanagar,
Gomtinagar, Chinhat, Munshipulia, P.G.l., Bangla Bazar, Rajajipuram, Faizullaganj, Smilegan;,
Niralanagar and New Hyderabad in Lucknow city and its associate areas like Kakori, Malihabad,
Itaunja, Gosainganj, Bakshi Ka Talab, Mahona, Nagram, and Amethi).

The volunteers spotted the Sparrows in the aforesaid areas and created awareness by distributing
flyers, pamphlets, posters and calendar on sparrows to the local people. They also distributed the
Sparrow count forms. Celebrating this day is an attempt to bring sparrow lovers and nature supporters
on a common platform, and start a conservation movement to save the common flora and fauna of the
world.

Sarus crane
Courtesy : Neeraj Mishra
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3- Biodiversity Management Committee (BMC) &
People's Biodiversity Register (PBR)

a) Biodiversity Management Committee (BMC):
The following Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) have been constituted by the

UPSBB:
S.No.  Agro Climatic Zone Name of District Name of Block Name of Village Date of BMC formation
1. North Eastern Plain Maharajgan; Paniyara Laxmipur 11-06-2013

b) People's Biodiversity Register (PBR):
During this period the following People's Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) have been made:

i) Gram Sabha: Laxmipur, Distt. - Maharajgan;:

The Biodiversity Management Committee (BMC) of this village was formed on 11-06-2013.
Extensive survey was done during formation of the People's Biodiversity Register (PBR) of this
village. PBR of the village was validated on 25-02-2014 by the BMC. Overall 212 species were
recorded in this village; details of the same are given below in the table:

Biodiversity of Laxmipur Village, Maharajganj

Crop Plants 42  Wild Plant Species of Importance 10
Pests of Crops 10  Wild relatives of Crops 02
Ornamental Plants 08 FodderCrop 02
Wild Aquatic Plant Species of Importance 06  Domesticated Animals 06
Aquatic Biodiversity 06  Culture Fisheries 10
Other Plants in the Wild 04  Wild Plants of Medicinal Importance 12
Wild Animals (Mammals, Birds, 50  Fruit Plants 16
Reptiles, Amphibian, Insects, others)

Medicinal Plants 10 Weeds 08
Timber Plants 10

i - Cover page of the PBR

12 E-magazine : U.P. State Biodiversity Board




4- Visits/Trainings/Conferences

1- 9th National Meeting of State Biodiversity Boards and Celebration of 10th
Anniversary of National Biodiversity Authority, during 20-21 January, 2014 at NBA
Chennai was attended by Dr. Ram Jee Srivastava, Senior Scientist, U.P. State Biodiversity Board. The
meeting was aimed at bringing all the State Biodiversity Boards in India on a single platform to discuss the
ways and means of strengthening the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act and Rules. The
programme included sessions on issues related to strengthening of SBB's, organizing capacity building
PBR preparations, discussions on project proposals from SBB's and issues related to understanding
Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) mechanism etc.

2- Training on "Legal Aspects of Conservation of Biological Diversity" 23rd January,
2014

One day training programme on "Legal Aspects of Conservation of
Biological Diversity" was conducted by U.P. State Biodiversity Board
on January 23, 2014 at Conference Hall of Judicial Training and
Research Institute (JTRI), Lucknow for Forest Officers of U.P. The
participants attended the Training programme, were 25 senior forest
officers (CCF,s, CFs, DCFs,).

The programme was inaugu-
rated by Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.K. Saxena, Judge, Allahabad High
Court, Lucknow Bench in the presence of Shri. J.S. Asthana, PCCF, UP
Guest of Honour and the programme was presided over by Hon'ble Mr.
Justice Bhanwar Singh, The Chairman, JTRI, U.P. During the
programme concern for environment, its awareness and conservation
was shared.

The first session was taken by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Bhanwar
Singh covering the International Initiatives in conservation of Biological
Diversity. The different Constitutional provisions and case laws were
discussed. The overview of Jurisdiction of courts in Civil/Criminal
Adjudication was also discussed along with the case laws with special
reference to the Bio-diversity.

The Resource person of second
session was Prof. Dr. B.B. Pandey, Former Professor, Delhi University.
He shared about Judicial Creativity, Public Interest Litigations, Important
land mark Judgments of Hon'ble Courts in the area of Environment,
conservation of forests, Biodiversity. The Jurisdiction of National Green
Tribunal and its Consultation was discussed. During his address, he also
focused on the current trends of courts in Conservation of Biological
resources citing the latest case laws.
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In the Post Lunch session, Shri A.K. Awasthi, Additional Director,

lal Trainin JTRI discussed the salient features of the Biological Diversity Act 2002 and
- U.P. Rules 2010. He discussed in detail regarding the
authorities/committees under the Biological Diversity Acts, National and
. State Biological Authorities, Local Management Committee. The Role and
Functions of Forest Officers under the Biological Diversity Acts was also
discussed. He also discussed the Biodiversity related Legal Frameworks in
India with reference to District Courts. He also shared regarding the
procedure for filing complaints under the act before the appropriate courts

and issuesinvolved therein.
L [+ 1 | 'miniﬂ F'
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In the fourth session Dr. Anupam Goyal, Additional Director, JTRI
and Shri Pushpender Singh, Dy. Director, JTRI spoke on Intellectual
Property Rights with reference to the Bio-diversity and role of forest
officers in such cases. The issues and challenges of Genetically Modified
Organism was discussed. The concepts of traditional knowledge and
Monopoly in relation to IPR were discussed with leading cases.

The valedictory session was
Chaired by Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Bhanwar Singh, The Chairman JTRI and Mr. Rupak Dey, PCCF,
Wildlife, UP, Lucknow. During the session the relevance and
importance of the laws were discussed. Mr. Rupak De expressed all
support to officers in implementation of relevant acts/rules and shared
about policies and departmental vision in regard to the topic. The
Programme ended with the vote of thanks.

3- Training on "Biodiversity: Law and Policy" 31st January, 2014
A one day Training Programme on p

conducted by U.P. State Biodiversity
Board, Lucknow on January 31, 2014 in the
Library Hall of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia |
National Law University, Lucknow. The
participants in the training programme were
Conservators, Deputy Conservators
(DFOs) of the state of U.P. There were 25 nominations from U.P. Forest Department which were attended
by almost everyone with full zeal and enthusiasm from all over the state.

The inaugural session was presided over by Shri Pawan Kumar, Secretary,
U.P. State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow, the Chief Guest for the occasion and by
Prof. Gurdip Singh, the Vice Chancellor of the host university. The chief guest
delivered his key note address on biodiversity law in India and the activities of the
U.P. State Biodiversity Board for preserving, protecting and safeguarding the
biodiversity of the state.
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The next technical address was by Prof. Gurdip Singh, the Vice Chancellor
of the University. Prof. Singh delivered on the international perspectives of
biodiversity particularly linking the Indian legislation with the International
Convention on Biodiversity Cartagena Protocol and Nagoya Protocol on
biodiversity.

The next session was on "Ecology, Architecture and
Infrastructure of Biodiversity Act 2002: A Critique" by Prof.
Amar Pal Singh, the Head of Department of Legal Studies
of the university.

Dr. A. K. Tiwari, Associate Professor, Ram Manohar Lohia
National Law University, in his deliberation explained to the
participants the National Biodiversity Action Plan (2008)
prepared by Ministry of Environment and Forest, Govt. of India.
He also discussed the salient features of the National
Environment Policy, 2006 and the Forest Policy of 1988. In his talk Dr. Tiwari
discussed the principles of Sustainable Development, Polluter Pays Principle,
Precautionary Principle etc.

The last technical session was on rights and responsibilities of the
| authorities with the Biodiversity Act and this was taken up by Mr. Vikas Bhatti,
Assistant Professor, R.M.L.N.L.U. Mr. Bhatti in his deliberation explained to
the participants that access, fair and equitable sharing of the benefits are the
key components of the biodiversity conservation in India and elsewhere. For
that purpose, a regime consisting of prior permission for access, and transfer
of research results, and for claiming IPR's from NBA is necessary and prior
information to the State Biodiversity Boards for obtaining biological material is
necessary under the Biodiversity Act, 2002. Measures for documentation of
biodiversity are crucial (like, TKDL) which can ensure a cost-effective and time
saving tool to protect exploitation of biodiversity.

4- Training on "Biodiversity and Its Conservation" at Lucknow University, Lucknow,
26-28 March, 2014

A three day training programme on "Biodiversity and Its Conservation" was organized by U P State
Biodiversity Board at Zoology Department, Lucknow University. The objective of the training programme
was to build partnerships with schools and colleges for effective biodiversity conservation.

Overall, 90 participants including teachers from various schools, Colleges and Universities such as
Shia P.G.College, |.T.P.G.College, Navyug Kanya Mahavidhyala, B.S.N.V. P.G. College, Karamat Hussain
Muslim P.G. College, Shashi Bhusan Balika Vidhayala, University of Lucknow, R.P.P.G. college,
P.M.S.Girls Degree College, Bhartiya Vidhaya Bhawan Girls Degree College, Govt. P.G.college Aligan;j,
Mumtaj P.G.college, CMS Mahanagar Il, Naari Shiksha Niketan P.G.College Lucknow, M.K.l.T.M
Lucknow, KMC Urdu Arbi, Farsi University Lucknow, Awadh Academy Inter College, Riverside Academy
Gomtinagar, MKITM Gomtinagar actively participated in the programme.

The lectures were on all the forms of biodiversity by Eminent Scientists, Experts and Conservators.
The different themes include: Biodiversity and its importance, Legal Aspects of Wildlife and Biodiversity,
Arthropod and Biodiversity, Bird Biodiversity, Conservational Aspects of wildlife and Biodiversity, Lichens
and Lichenology, Fresh water Biodiversity, Fish Biodiversity, Vulture Conservation, Sparrow Conservation
and Wetland Conservation. This training served as a platform to promote collaboration and exchange
between teachers from Schools, Colleges and University in Lucknow which will benefit the conservation of
the biodiversity.
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7. Newspaper Clippings
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2 Jan 2014 : Due to climate change and warming the
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mangroves of Florida are expanding. They have
expanded over 3000 acres over a 28 year period-
1984t02011.
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09 Feb, 2014 : The Bili-liele Protected Area Complex in located in the remote
north of the Democratic Republic of Congo. An estimated 35,000-65,000
eastern chimpanzee are found here. This is the largest population of chimps
found in the wild in the world. It is said that strongly 440 animals are
slaughtered each year for bush meat to earn $300- $ 1000 per animal!
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When caring less may actually help

Conservationists should be concoerned albywout saving the species, rather than

evarene=r Fevelivie ol Flasese

K. Ullas Karanth

hr shoroting of & man-eating 6= |

yer, ag It happoned recently fi
the Milgiri, Tamil Nadu —
barely two weeks aftor fwo oth-
ar tigers proyed on four people in neigh-
botring  Barnabiki. —  invariably
pofarises public opindon. Locals, whose
lves are of risk, want musesters shol
Anitnal fovers, on the sther hand, de-
] their “sele cpiure." Caght in the
middie, officials have to comfront in
ereasingily angiry mohs, whike autharities
im Dedhi insist on elaborsle “operting
precedures.” In Bapdipur, Karnataka, of-
ter dozens of attempis &t darting 3 tigor
with o tranouiltizing jun bad Eailed, sl
after the big cat Eilled its thind victim,
Tocaks burnt the fovest offve, fore-
Ing, il to shandon the scenn. A4
posas of armed police had to contral the
sitmation, until the 12-yenr-old infirm
male tiger was Amally darted.

Scsence and prachical experience chear-
Iy show that we caanod care for every
imdivirhaad wilif tiger. Animal Jovers and
eunseryationists shouldl therefur fomms
om eaving the species as o whole, rather
heanworry about saving every individual,
Comservation mberventions mest there-
fore b guided by seientific svidence amd
pacinl practicality, rther than emotion,
Understanding tigers

My tiger msearch mil coeservation of
threo docades focoseer oo the central
Western Ghats, witich comsists of fomests
in Kernntakm and ndjacent parts of Kor-
aln and Tamil Kada. This bandscepe now
hashours the largest tiger pogulation
globally. Howeser, the 4 or so big cats
m my study sren are restricted fu re-
warves comprising kess than 00 per cent of
Al foital wrea, With the overall landscaps
popiilated by 15 millise pecple, pohlic
support for conservating is eritical o -
ier survival in the long terme

Studics show that tiger papulations in
same woll-protectod reserves, sach &
Magaraholn and Bandipur, in Karnstain,
hve dramtically reboanded, with their
mgmbaers attgining nesr eaturation denai-
thes of 1615 tigers per 100 sq.dm. A pub-
tumtind part of the credit for this must go
in khe forest departments of these three
States, With the control of bunting and
cattle grazing, deer, ganr and wild pigs
havn attained optimum deneities of 20 or
more animals por squane kilometre,
which s cracial for n healthy tger
pupslation.

Every wkd tiger requises & proy hase of
500 amimals to sustain it When prey he-

enmmis nbunibant, individusl siger tesrito-
ries shrink nnd breding inomesses. A
sinyle femaly may precduce [4-15 cubs in

Et

PRECARIOUS FUTURE: When conffict befween man and Hger esclates,
crucial local suppert for Hger coaservation gets wdermingd, Picture
shows B Bandipur "maneader” which wae evenfiendly tropped.

— PHOTO: M.A. SRIFAM

her lifitlime, an wverage of ome Gl 8 year
Comseguaently, theiviesg tiger populstions
proiduee annusl sarpiuses, pushing dis-
persing sib-uilalte and ald tigers tn the
edpes of reserves

These mre the animale thet prey on
Hvestock amd, momo rarely, on bumiams,
hecoming "problem tigers,”

Tigier- hamn confliel

O e opcnshons, tigers may scclden-
tallyattack persuns moving in dense e
or, mistaking them for proy. or in
sol-defenee, when earprised Somutimes
Ehey may even coname the victim, Bat &
they do ook subsequestitly peey on fu-
s, these Sigers alwo cannet be called
“manesters.” However, atiseks oovur
when uncantmaliabde mobs sursound amd
harry “probbem tigers” when they vin-
ture aul of reserves. Such tigors are pat
“maneatemn

Tros maneaters sre individml animah
that persistently stalk o fumk: hunwan
bekng, after ks thelr insfinctive bar,
Thiey pore & serious sk to locel people
and must be swiftly removed, By my
reckeming there have been less than half-

A 4

fedlrmrers soch easbe in the Tuet decude In
this region, three metanees [0 the it
twr months, Tn all fiese cases, the tigers
wure injurod, aged or i, Even 0,
fiamesters da nof prey eechaively on he-
s, Thoy aleo kil ivestock or wild proy
opportunistically, There i no-evidence at
all that tigers get “sddicted” to homm
thesh fa crmmemon Fare has it

The eritical pairt 18 that recent caseanf
ponfliet |n the Weatern Ghats, csntral
[mifiia-anil the Toral are o consequence of
rehounding tger numbers In sime
senee, these rare instances of conflict we
are wimessing are the price of conserv-
tiom suceessee. In contrt, n e exten-
sivee but overhumied forests af the trihal
belts of Chhattisgarh, Jhorihond, Odisha
and the North Easturm HE) Blates, tyers
hve Been elther extirpated Lutslly, o
ecour a1 Juw depsites. In these reghons
where tiger conpervation bas clearly
filed, Eigor-homan conflict i virtualiy
nig-cxistent. This |8 not pood news for
Ligers.
Fesenrch shovws thal i my shudy aren,
20 peer corat ol thee tiger population is lost
pvery vear doe fii sevesal cises fights

Petween  rivals,  yures,  ALACYEOOn,
poaching and afficial remwrals by shoot-
ing e capture, [nflowing condlict inci-
derdn. | estinate thit ot lesst 50-76 Ligers
aze hoing bout this way aroanlly, abthoagh
anfy u n ol these mormities i
detectod. However, such lis is not a
case for worry in el os th hirth of
eew tigers mukes up for it

To lelll o most to kill?

Given this inevitoble anpual boss of 20
parcent in theiving populations, trying to
“rosete” o few man-esting figers s ireke-
want to accompbithing the conservatian
ohiective of expanding and stabilising
il eigr populstions, Tigers invalved in
conflict incidents are aften seriousky in-
jred, infirm orokd, If captured amd re-
movend 1o & zon, thew saffer o ife of
perpuiual stress from veans in capbivity,
Curing for thess donmed ligers. misdi-
picts scarce pesourees that conld be ised
fior copserving their wikd relutives. Sadly.
for old and mjusred “confict tiges”
stnane and quick death ey be the hest
aptian

Well-medning animal kevers often do
nol understand that in high-pressore
condlict sltisstans, sade chemical eaptare
of & frec-ronging tiger is difficult or even
impassitile. [karting 85tressed out animal
playing hisle-and-seek ls an cxtromely
difficult task Om the sther hind, shnt-
ing the snimal with & gun |5 often far
easier, and saves human ives.

When precioas days are spent o clame
sy atfempts to “rescue” maneaters, prow-
irg public snger serinmly undermines
the long=term support crucial for wikd
Haers, prifected areas and the forest par-
sonnel who guand them. Cerall, the fu-
tuste of wild] tigers an apecies is renderod
mere precurous when [oeal peblc ams-
$ety anil arger are nol quickiy deslt with
by eliminating the problem animal By
caring for individual wild tigers far oo
deepiy, we muy be dooming the species.

Tosave the Hger for pastority, we nesd
to wark on expand ing protected ares coy-
oruge; oned reducing adverse homan im-
pacts, Hoth these reguire Inerensed local
sappart for tiger comseryation. Yot thivis
precisely what i uedermined whon by
mar-tiger conffict escalstes. While a fow
amimmal livers may feel good If u maneater

i “rescued” rather than killed, the vsuse
af tiger conservation mffors:

I this averall context, the decision of
the Tamil Madis govermment (o shral e
mvaneater in the Milgiets, rather than per-
sistin pointless resciss nttempts, was the
right thing todo

(K, Uiles Karumth s direcfor for
Sclepee-Avls, Wikdite Conservation
Soviety).

30Jan 2014 : In this article, Ullas Karanth says that to save the tiger for posterity, we need to work on expanding protected area
coverage and reducing adverse human impacts. This also requires local support for tiger conservation. Yet this is what is
undermined when human tiger conflict escalates.
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Newspaper Clippings

(iii) State News
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Newspaper Clippings
TIMES CITY

mlﬂmg Gglnﬂ::egularly and rellgluusly o ——
e Uttarakhand farmer’s seed

e saving movement holds promise

The natve seedd are ligh viclding and reskstont o pests, Boods amd deoaght
A PRANL

larai e
dhbr prariees

et s

The paslem itioalizmd

3 Feb, 2014 : Why don't people dispose all pooja waste with responsi-
bility? What is thrown in the river includes idols, flowers, incense
sticks, food, sweets, clothes etc along with polythene bags! About
150 major temples and 700 smaller temples in Lucknow generate
about 500 kg of waste daily.

LETRUE. T flitsher & st crpstibed iy
dimserg an el ity ssllad Mevafmpo
PEITO R AHNAMES UEnT

7 plel iy i el oovieg e 1 smre o il iiwmnm. dun
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bzl b AEINCY

Help l{uuw H;mn OWS live around you!

adgilen |i eviwi
Mr_tanui
Baik Syww B e ) it

v

20 March,2014: Vijay Jardhari founder of "Beej
Bachao Andolan" of Jardhar village has made a
collection of 350 varieties of paddy, 8 of wheat of
barley, 220 of kidney beans (rajma), 8 of cowpeaand 12
of savage dhal. He is also credited with redis-covering
the practice of "Barahnaja" or "Bara anaj" meaning
12grains/seeds.

19 Mar, 2014 : The U.P. State Biodiversity Board organized a
program to spread awareness on the occasion of World Sparrow
Day awareness about sparrow conservation.
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