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A Brief Report on World Wetlands Day-2016 

 
The U.P. State Biodiversity Board celebrated World Wetland Day 

on 2nd February, 2016 in collaboration with Biodiversity and Wildlife 

Conservation Lab, Department of Zoology and University of Lucknow. 

The programme aimed at creating 

awareness for the wetland conservation among 

the students of schools and colleges and local 

people of the Uttar Pradesh.  

  The theme chosen for World Wetlands Day 2016 is "Wetlands for our Future; 

Sustainable Livelihoods".  There will be an emphasis on the Agriculture and wetland 

sectors working together along with the sustainable livelihoods services provides by the 

wetlands. 

On 2nd February 2016, the programme started with flagging off of wetlands 

awareness and wetlands birds’ diversity surveying cars by Prof. Amita Kanaujia, 

Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow from the campus of University of 

Lucknow and motivated the volunteers to explore the wetlands and the probable 

threats. Four teams with volunteers set out at 6:30 am to various places to discover the 

wetland’s biodiversity.  

The aim of the survey was to explore wetlands in some of the districts of Uttar 

Pradesh (Sitapur, Shahjahanpur, Etawah, Safai and Mainpuri Districts), to study the 

flora and fauna in the identified wetlands, to study the threats to wetlands and its 

biodiversity and aware local community and students about the wetlands, their threats, 

biodiversity and conservational requirements. Several research scholar, students and 

volunteers went at different sites of mentioned districts of Uttar Pradesh via awareness 

cars to search, explore new wetland areas and study the wetlands biodiversity, their 

threats as well as to create awareness in students and local people.  

During the survey, observations were made, for a full day, at 4 sites in Uttar 

Pradesh (Sitapur, Shahjahanpur, Etawah, Safai and Mainpuri Districts). Total 23 

conserved and non conserved wetlands were explored by the 04 group of 14 people. 

The Survey was done at appropriate time i.e. starting at 7:00 A.M to view the morning 

diversity and the survey was completed at 5:30 P.M to see the diversity before dawn. 



2 
 

 The surveys were carried on foot and vehicle as feasible according to the area. 

Awareness for Wetland Conservation was also created through distribution of 

awareness materials such as flyers and pamphlets to the local people as well as 

students. The team leaders and members participated in field surveys are as follows: 

S.NO. SITES VISITED TEAM LEADERS TEAM MEMBERS 

1 ETAWAH PROF. AMITA KANAUJIA 
(Professor Department Of 
Zoology, University of Lucknow, 
Lucknow) 
Mobile No.  

 Prof. Amita Kanaujia 
 Dr. Rekha Rani 
 Dr. Ashish Kumar 
 Miss. Ruby Yadav 
  

2 MAINPURI  MR. ADESH KUMAR 
(Research Scholar &JRF, 
Department  Of Zoology, 
University of Lucknow,  
Lucknow) 
Mobile No. 9026987174 

 Mr. Adesh Kumar 
 Miss. Vandana Dhiman 
 Mr. Ashish  Kumar  
Gupta  
  

3 SITAPUR  MISS. SHIVANGI MISHRA  
(Research Scholar &JRF, 
Department  Of   Zoology, 
University of Lucknow, 
Lucknow) 
Mobile No.  

 Miss. Shivangi Mishra 
 Mr. Aman Kumar 
 Mr. Abhishek Kumar 
 Miss. Shubhi Srivastava 

4 SHAHANJHANPUR  MR. DAYA SHANKER SHARMA 
(Research Scholar and 
Taxonomist, Department of 
Zoology, University of Lucknow, 
Lucknow) 
Mobile No. 9506437150 

Mr. Daya Shanker 
Sharma     
Miss. Akansha Sinha 
Miss. Jyoti Yadav 
Mr. Ashwin Shukla   

  

The awareness cars visited following areas in Uttar Pradesh and explore 23 wetlands in 

following districts:  

Etawah: 4 Wetlands 

 Lohia KalaPokhar, Safai- 39 of wetlands birds species 

 Sarsai Naagar, Etawah- 75 of wetlands birds species 

 Baralok Taalab, Etawah- 23 of wetlands birds species 

 Jaitpur Totaram Taalab, Etawah- 21 of wetlands birds species 

Mainpuri: 2 wetlands 

 Sahas Taal, Mainpuri-59 of wetlands birds species 

 Bujia Taal, Mainpuri-43 of wetlands birds species 
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Sitapur: 14 wetlands 

 Dubainiya Taal, Kursinpurwa, Sitapur- 29 of wetlands birds species 

 Bada Taal and Sanaiya Taal, Mujjaffarpur, Sitapur-44 of wetlands birds species 

 Bhabhni Taal, Gaudapur, Sitapur- 33 of wetlands birds species 

 Jamayattpur ka Taal, Sitapur-34 of wetlands birds species 

 Kakroha , Tikariya, Sitapur- 45 of wetlands birds species  

 Dhibatti and Dhigwaha, Persendi Sitapur- 44 of wetlands birds species 

 Badakka and Ramkundi taal, Itahari, Sitapur- 43 of wetlands birds species 

 Bhella and Chamraiyya, Angresi, Sitapur-55 of wetlands birds species 

 Tendua Jheel, Tendua Sitapur- 52 of wetlands birds species 

Shahjahanpur: 3 wetlands 

 Nagara Hazi Wetlands, Shahajhanpur- 33of wetlands birds species 

 Kalana Wetlands-31of wetlands birds species 

 Umarganj Wetlands, Shahjahanpur-24 of wetlands birds species 

LIST OF WETLANDS VISITED DURING THE SURVEY 

S.NO SITES NAME OF 
WETLANDS  

G.P.S. 
COORDINATES 

AREA STATUS 

1. ETAWAH A) Lohia Kala 
Pokhar 

 
B) Sarasi 

Naagar 
 

C) Baralok 
talaab 
 

D) Jaitipur 
Totaram 
talaab 

 
E) Baidpura 

Taalab 

N-26⁰ 52’12.9”  
E-079⁰06’51.8” 
 
N-26⁰ 57’56.5”  
E-079⁰14’40.1” 
 
N-26⁰ 55’58.4”  
E-079⁰10’28.6” 
 
N-26⁰ 51’06.8”  
E-079⁰06’41.0” 
 
 
N-26⁰ 52’17.5”  
E-079⁰59’09.7” 

Area-1.5    
hectares  
 
Area-96 
hectares 
 

Area-4   

hectares 

 

Area-2.5 

hectares 

 

Area-1.5 

hectares 

 

 Unconserved 

 

 
Conserved 
 
 
Unconserved 
 
 
Unconserved 
 
 
 
Unconserved 
 

2. MAINPURI F) Sahas Taal 
 
 

G) Bujia Taal 

 

N-27⁰ 05’28.3”  
E-078⁰58’44.6” 
 
N-27⁰ 04’05.9”  
E-078⁰57’53.5” 
 

Area- 14.5 
hectares 
 
Area-2.8 
hectares 

 Unconserved 
 
 
unconserved 
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3. SITAPUR H) Dubainiya 
Taal 
 

I) Bada Taal,  
 
 

J) Sanaiya 
Taal 

 
K) Bhabhni 

Taal, 
Gaudapur 

 
L) Jamayattpur 

ka Taal 
 

M) Kakroha-
Tikariya 
Taal 

 
N) Dhibatti 

Taal 
 

O) Dhigwaha 
Taal 
 

P) Badakka 
Taal 
 

Q) Ramkundi 
Taal 
 

R) Bhella Taal 
 

S) Chamraiyya 
Taal 
 

T) Tendua 
Jheel 

N-27⁰ 24.650’ 
E-080⁰48.959’ 
 
N-27⁰ 24.746’ 
E-080⁰48.941’ 
 
N-27⁰ 24.758’ 
E-080⁰49.948’ 
 
N-27⁰ 24.288’ 
E-080⁰49.466’ 
 
 
N-27⁰ 31.834’ 
E-080⁰43.515’ 
 
N-27⁰ 31.422’ 
E-080⁰43.465’ 
 
 
N-27⁰ 35.416’ 
E-080⁰50.517’ 
 
N-27⁰ 37.983’ 
E-080⁰50.548’ 
 
N-27⁰ 34.113’ 
E-080⁰52.587’ 
 
N-27⁰ 34.011’ 
E-080⁰52.907’ 
 
N-27⁰ 34.698’ 
E-080⁰54.322’ 
N-27⁰ 34.820’ 
E-080⁰54.397’ 
 
N-27⁰ 32.589’ 
E-080⁰53.490’ 
 

Area-8 
hectares 
 
Area-11.25 
hectares 
 
Area-2.5 
hectares 
 
Area-3.7 
hectares 
 
 
Area-3 
hectares 
 
Area-8 
hectares 
 
 
Area-18 
Hectares 
 
Area-11 
Hectares 
 
Area-72 
Hectares 
 
Area-18 
Hectares 
 
Area-16.5 
Hectares 
Area-1.5 
Hectares 
 
Area-123 
hectares 

 Unconserved 
(Under gram 
samaj) 
Unconserved 
(under gram 
samaj) 
Unconserved 
(under gram 
samaj) 
Unconserved 
(under gram 
samaj) 
 
Manmade pond 
(under gram 
samaj) 
Unconserved 
(Under gram 
samaj) 
 
Unconserved 
 
 
Unconserved 
 
 
Unconserved 
 
 
Unconserved 
 
 
Unconserved 
 
Unconserved 
 
 
Unconserved 

4. SHAHAJHA
NPUR 

U)  Nagara 
Hazi 
Wetland 

V) Kalana 
Wetland 
 

W) Umarganj 
Wetland 

N-27⁰ 53.012’ 
E-079⁰50.880’ 
 
N-27⁰ 54. 449’ 
E-079⁰49.485’ 
 
N-27⁰ 51.865’ 
E-079⁰52.869’ 

Area-79.3 
Hectare 
 
Area-22 
hectares 
 
Area-900 
hectares 

Unconserved 
 
  
Unconserved 
 
 
Unconserved 
 

 
During the survey, some common birds, pisces, amphibians, reptiles, and common 

wetlands flora were spotted. Some major threats observed during the visit are: 

excessive fish cultivation, soil-digging, farmers draining and converting it to agricultural 
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land, use of wetland water for irrigation purpose, excessive cultivation of water 

chestnut, overgrazing near wetland area, excessive use of pesticides and insecticide, 

dumping of garbage, development activities, poaching of water birds, conflicts between 

fauna such as Sarus cranes and man, wetlands are highly polluted, garbage is dumped by 

the nearby shopkeepers as well as local people and cultivation along the marginal areas 

of wetland cause encroachment and reduction in water spread. 

Recommendations from survey: 
1) Prevention of high level of pesticides and fertilizers in fields that are along the 

wetlands. 

2) To prevent the over exploitation and sustainable use of wetlands for fish and 

water chestnut cultivation, irrigation purpose. 

3) To prevent soil digging from wetlands. 

4) There are many dead Pisces, birds and reptiles found in wetlands so it should be 

necessary to test water quality of all wetlands. 

5) Do not used wetlands as a dustbin for dumping of polluted water of city. 

6) To check soil erosion or filling of wetlands. 

7) Fish seeds should be applied in the wetlands with prior consult of Fisheries 

Department. 

8) Sustainable use of water for irrigation. 

9) Preventing the drainage for agriculture and construction work 

10) Prevention of soil erosion and siltation. 

11) Proper co-ordination should be between Forest Department, Fisheries 

Department and Construction agencies. Lack of co-ordination and complicity and 

contradictory objectives of policies have led to unwise, unsustainable and 

destructive exploitation of wetlands. 

12) There should be management inputs. 

13) Wetlands should be restored and recreated. 

14) In most wetland reserves, vegetation (e.g. Paspalum distichum, Vetiveria 

zizanoides, etc.) needs to be cleared periodically and moderate grazing 

encouraged. Some wetlands require digging or dredging in the dry season, and 

encroaching Prosopis juliflora annually removed.  
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15) Efforts are needed to control hunting, including by patrolling wetland protected 

areas and intercepting illegal hunters, and by monitoring and controlling the sale 

of water birds. 

16) Measures are required to minimize conflicts between Sarus Cranes and local 

people, including setting aside small areas of uncultivated wetland and grassland 

for nesting (see above), and education programmes stressing the threatened 

status of this species and the traditional relationship between cranes and man. 

17) Surveys are required to identify key feeding and roosting areas for residential 

and migratory birds.  

18) Promoting the cultivation of water spinach, Jussiacea, cyperus and other similar 

weeds on which water birds feed. 

 

Awareness Campaign organized in the following in Schools and Colleges: 

1. MSG Academy , Raipura, Basrehar, Etawah 

2. Primary School, Tudha, Etawah 

3. D Sent Public School, Bahadurpur 

4. Swami Vivekanand Academy, Etawah 

5. Kanya Junior Highscool, Basserhar, Etawah 

6. Primary School, Kunjpur, Eatawah 

7. Purva-Madhyamic Vidyalaya, Kailokhar, Jaswantnagar 

8. Purva - Madhyamic Vidyalaya, Daudpur,Kasmanda , Sitapur 

9. Purva - Madhyamic Vidyalaya, Dharenchha, Kharainda , Sitapur 

10. Uchch Prathamic Vidyalaya, Jamaiyatpur, Khairabad, Sitapur 

11. Primary School, Tikariya, Khairabaad, Sitapur 

12. Primary School, Saraiyya, Maluhi, Sitapur 

13. Shree Krishna Education Institute Ahmadnagar, Sitapur 

14.  Purva - Madhyamic Vidyalaya, Muhuddinpur, persendi , Sitapur 

15. Purva - Madhyamic Vidyalaya, Aangraasi , persendi , Sitapur 

16. Primary School, Angrasi Sitapur 

17. Sanjay Kumar Saraswati Vidya Mandir Inter College, Shahjhanpur 

18. Prathamic Vidyalaya, Naglaa Haazi, Dudrail, Shajhanpur 

19. Prathamic Vidyalaya, Siroman Nagar, Dudrail, Shajhanpur 

20. Prathamic Vidyalaya, Ajijganj, Dudrail, Shajhanpur 
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Glimpses of field visits/surveys organised on 2nd February 2016 on 
the occasion of World Wetland Day -2016 

 

 

Lohia Kala Pokh, Etawah 

 

A View of Baralok talaab, Baralok, 

Etawah 

 
A view of  Sarsai Naawar Lake, Etawah 

 
A view of Jaitipur Totaram talaa, Etawah 

 

A view of  Baidpura Taalab, Etawah 

 

Sahas Taal, Sahas Village, Mainpuri 
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A view of Bujhia Taalab, Bujhia Village, 
Mainpuri 

 

Dubainiya Taal, Kursinpurwa, Sitapur 

 

Bada Taal, Mujjaffarpur, Sitapur 

 

Sanaiya Taal, Mujjaffarpur, Sitapur 

 

A view of Bhabhni Taal, Gaudapur, 
Sitapur 

 

Jamayattpur ka Taal, Sitapur  
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A view of Kakroha Taal , Tikariya, Sitapur 

 

A view of Dhigwaha Taalab, Persendi 
Sitapur 

 

 Dhibatti Taalab, Persendi Sitapur 

 

Badakka Taal, Itahari, Sitapur 

 

Ramkundi taal, Itahari, Sitapur 

 
Bhella Taal, Angrasi, Sitapur 
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Chamraiyya Taal, Angrasi, Sitapur 

 

A View of Tendua Jheel, Tendua Sitapur 

 

Nagara Hazi Wetlands, Shahajhanpur 

 

Kalana Wetlands, Shahjahanpur 

 
Umarganj Wetlands, Shahjahanpur 
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CREATING AWARENESS AMONGST SCHOOLS, STUDENTS, CHILDREN AND 

LOCAL PEOPLE 

  

  

Awareness material distribution amongst school student  in Etawah and Mainpuri 
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Awareness material distribution amongst school student  in Sitapur 

  

Awareness material distribution amongst school student  in Shajhanpur 
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Awareness material distribution among  local people in Etawah and Mainpuri 

  

Awareness amongst local people in Sitapur 

  

Awareness amongst local people in Shajhanpur 
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Awareness Material distributed 

 

Pocket Calendar 

 

A Poster on Sarus Conservation 
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Flyers                                                                        Pamphlet  

 

Awareness through Poster of water birds 

 

 

 


