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Editorial  

    Dear Readers, 
  Wishing you all a very happy and prosperous New Year 2018! 

 In this quarter, World Wetland Day was celebrated on 2nd February, 2018. The 

programme aimed at creating awareness for the wetland conservation among students of schools 

and colleges, and local people of Uttar Pradesh. The teams interacted with local urban people 

and school children on wetland conservation and sustainable use of wetlands. During the survey 

campaign, about 3190 students of 21 schools and colleges along with 15,000 common people of 

areas of Unnao, Alambagh, Gomatinagar, Chowk and Kudiaghat, Madiyawn, Sitapur were made 

aware about wetlands and their importance.  

 Like previous years, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board in collaboration with 

Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Lab, Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow 

celebrated World Sparrow Day on 20th March 2018 and started a mass awareness program in 

and around Lucknow city. Various programmes such as Poster, Rangoli, Quiz and Photography 

competitions based on House Sparrows, were organized at Regional Science City.   

 Your comments, suggestions to improve this issue are most welcome at 

upstatebiodiversityboard@gmail.com. 

Editor 
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1-World Wetlands Day, 02nd Feb, 2017 
 

 Wetlands deserve to be loved! It also marks the date of adoption of the Ramsar 

Convention on Wetlands in 1971, in 

the Iranian city of Ramsar. World 

Wetlands Day was celebrated for the 

first time in 1997 and is celebrated 

every year on 2 February.  The theme 

of this year “Wetlands for a 

sustainable urban future”. The theme is selected to raise awareness and highlight the important 

role of wetlands in reducing impacts of extreme events such as floods, droughts and cyclones.  

 Urban wetlands make cities livable in many ways – not only as places to enjoy but for the 

role they play as in ground water recharging, water filters and in flood control. Lakes, ponds, 

rivers and streams enhance the landscape and are regarded as desirable places to live next to or 

overlook. Less appealing are swampy areas or ephemeral wetlands periodically wet. There has 

been a tendency to drain such areas for urban development, especially if they have been 

neglected and overgrown in weeds. This approach ignores the benefits wetlands provide in 

absorbing and storing excess rainfall and providing ‘green space’ for urban dwellers.   

 Wetlands are vital part of nature. Wetlands act as a natural exfoliator, absorbing and 

storing excess rainfall and reducing flooding. During the dry season, they release the water 

stored, delaying the onset of droughts and reducing water shortages. The frequency of natural 

disasters worldwide has more than doubled in just 35 years, driven by climate- and weather-

related hazards like flooding, tropical cyclones and droughts. UN Water estimates that 90% of all 

natural hazards are water-related. And the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

predicts even more extreme events in time to come. 

 The U.P. State Biodiversity Board celebrated World Wetland Day on 2nd February, 

2018 in collaboration with Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Lab, Department of Zoology 

and University of Lucknow. On this occasion, during 1st -5th February 2018, six teams of the 

volunteers were made to spread the awareness regarding the important role of wetlands in our 

life. The publicity materials like pamphlets and flyers based on wetlands conservation were also 

distributed.  
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The team leaders and members participated in Awareness 

Team Area Team 

leader 

Team members Contact School covered by team 

A Sitapur Prof. Amita 

Kanaujia 

Adesh Kumar 

Ankit Sinha 

9415030061 1. Primary School, Bundi, Parsendi, 

Sitapur. 

2. Higher Secondary School, Bundi, 

Parsendi, Sitrapur. 

3. Primary School, Jalgaon, Sitapur. 

B Madiyawan and 

Bakshi ka Talab 

Mr.Asif 

Ahmad 

Siddiqui 

 

Kasaf Irfan 

Ruchira Nigam 

Kazim Kabir 

Nitin Kanaujia 

8840807075 1. Greenway Junior High School, 

Jankipuram. 

2. Greenway Junor Inter College, 

Jankipuram. 

3. Primary School, Madiyawan. 

C Alambagh Ruby Yadav Nitya Dubey 

Ankit Kumar 

Arun Kumar 

Shipra Sharma 

Ravi Shakya 

9455138071 1.  J.B. Baba Public School, 

Kanausi. 

2. Sarvangin Vikas Public Inter 

College, Manaknagar, Lucknow. 

3. Blooming Dale School, 

Balakheda. 

4. Primary School, Kanausi 

5. Primary School (2), Kanausi. 

6. Vivekanad Inter College, 

Gangakheda. 

D Kudiya Ghat and 

Chowk 

Shivangi 

Mishra 

Amit Mishra 

Swapnil Rastogi 

Bhola Nath Tiwari 

Vivek Singh Chauhan 

Vidushi Mishra 

Rohit Singh 

9889102369 1. Higher Secondary School, 

Chowk. 

2. Primary School, Nakhhas, 

Lucknow. 

E Unnao, Bichia 

and Sakrain 

(Dahi) 

Anuj Kumar 

Tripathi 

 

Somendra Singh 

Ankita Verma 

Pankaj Maurya 

Arohi Jain 

Shubham Paliwal 

Prakhar Sachan 

Nidhi Pandey 

Arushi Pandey 

7052075342 1. Ramkrishna Vidyavati Degree 

College, Sakaran. 

2. Primary School, Sakaran. 

3. Primary School, Bichhia. 

4. Kanya Primary School, Bichhia, 

Unnao. 



4 

 

F Gomtinagar 

Kathauta (Jheel) 

Daya 

Shankar 

Sharma 

 

Harshita Shukla 

Tabrez Khan 

Rohit Kumar 

Mohd. Atif 

Vivek Kumar Singh 

Devyani Singh 

Chauhan 

9506437150 1. Primary School 

2. Higher Secondary School 

3. Holy Cross School 

4. Shivam Bharti Shiksha Yatan 

School, Gomtinagar. 

5. Urban Public High School, 

Gomtinagar. 

  

 The programme started with a wetlands awareness campaign from the campus of 

University of Lucknow to schools and colleges, and urban wetlands areas of different regions of 

Lucknow such as Aliganj, Ashiana, Jankipuram, Gomtinagar, Babuganj, Chowk, Dubbagga, 

Sitapur, Barabanki Different teams were spread in various locations to explain the local masses 

of urban locality why they keep Urban wetlands maintain because wetlands Control flooding, 

Filter waste from water, improve air quality, Source of drinking water, Promote human 

wellbeing and Source of livelihoods. 

 The teams interacted with local urban people and school children on the wetlands 

conservation and use of wetlands. The information awareness was spread in local language, 

provided awareness materials. To involve the students of schools and colleges, teams briefed and 

interacted about conservation of water, daily use of water, water cycles and how wetlands helps 

in rains, difference between lakes and what if the water body dries up. This helped understanding 

importance of water and wetlands in their life.  

 During the survey campaign teams visited and explored 16 urban wetlands of human 

significance (Unnao=3, Alambagh=4, Gomatinagar=1, Chowk and Kudiaghat=5, Madiyawn=3, 

Sitapur=2) and spread awareness in 21 schools and colleges. Approx. 3190 students and 15,000 

local people were made aware about threats to wetlands and importance of wetlands. 

 Some common birds like water hen, Jacanas, Northern Pintail, Comb Duck, Bar-headed 

Goose, Mallard, Open-Bill Stork, Sarus Crane, Pisces, Amphibians, Reptiles, and Common 

wetlands flora were spotted during the survey. Some major threats observed during the visit are: 

excessive fish cultivation, soil-digging, converting it to residential land, use of wetland water for 

irrigation purpose,  excessive use of pesticides, fertilizer dumping of garbage, development 

activities, conflicts between fauna such as Sarus cranes and man, high level of water pollution. 
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Garbage is dumped in wetlands by the nearby shopkeepers as well as local people and cultivation 

along the marginal areas of wetland cause encroachment and reduction in water spread 

 Out of 16 wetlands, six teams adopted six wetlands for one year for care and maintenance 

of wetlands and monitoring of threats and biodiversity regularly round the year. Each team has 

10 members which includes 1 Ward Member or Gram Pradhan, 2 males, 2 females and 5 

students of schools and colleges who will care and watch over selected wetlands. 6 wetlands 

adopted are Chukraind Taal in Unnao, Kanausi wetlands in Alambagh, Kathotha-II in Gomati 

Nagar, Peepla Taal in Gaughat Lucknow, A wetland in Janki Vihar, Madiyawn and Dhundhi 

Taal in Sitapur.  

 

Glimpses of awareness campaign organised in Schools and Colleges to raise awareness of 

students on 2
nd

 February 2018 on the occasion of World Wetland Day -2018 

 

  

  

Wetlands Awareness in Sitapur 



6 

 

  

  

Wetlands Awareness in Gomtinagar, Kathauta (Jheel) 

  

  

Wetlands Awareness in Kudiya Ghat and Chowk 
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Wetlands Awareness in Alambagh 

  

  

Wetlands Awareness in Unnao, Bichia and Sakrain (Dahi) 
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 The visited areas inhabit large variety of flora which includes Babul (Acacia nilotica), 

Safeda (Eucalyptus), Arjun tree (Terminalia arjuna), khair (Acacia catechu), Kadamba 

(Anthocephaluscadamba), Gurhal (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis), Neem (Azardiachtaindica), Jungle 

Jalebi (Pithecellobiumdulce), Baugainvellia, and Bamboo. It is also infested with vegetation like 

Jal khumbhi (Eichorniacrassppes), Jussiaea (Jussiaearepens),Water meal 

(Wolfiaglobosa),Sacred lotus (Nelumbonucifera), Water lily (N. pubescens), Coon tail 

(Ceratophyllumdemersum),Hydrilla (Hydrillaverticillata), Cyprus (Cyprus alopecuroides), Pond 

weed (Potamogetonnodasus) ,Pateracuttail (Typhalotifolia),Big duck weed (Spirodelapolyrhiza), 

Gerga grass (Zizaniaacuatica) , Water spinach (Ipomea aquatic) and Smart weed 

(Polygonumlimbatum) are common water weeds species in Nawabganj Bird Sanctuary.  In this 

way the World Wetland Day 2018 was successfully celebrated with great enthusiasm. 

List of Avifauna Reported from wetlands visited by teams 

Aquatic Fauna Team - A Team- B Team- C Team- D Team-E  Team-F 

Little Grebe + + + + + + 

Asian Openbill storks + + + - + + 

Great Cormorant  + - - + - - 

Indian Shag  + + + - + + 

Little Cormorant  + + + + + + 

Darter  + + + + + + 

Little Egret  - - - + - - 

Median Egret  - - + + + + 

Cattle Egret  + + + + + + 

Grey Heron  - - - - - - 

Purple Heron  - + - - - - 

Little Green Heron  + + - - - - 

Indian Pond Heron  + + + - + + 

Painted Stork  - + - - - - 

Asian Open bill Stork  - - - + - - 
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White-Necked Stork  - - - + - - 

White Waigtail - - - - - - 

Yellow Wagtail - - - - - - 

Greyleg Goose  - - - - - - 

Bar headed Goose  - - + - + + 

Common Shelduck - + - - - - 

Comb Duck  - - - + - - 

Lesser Whistling -Duck  + + + + + + 

Northern Pintail  + + + + + + 

Common Teal  - - - + - - 

Spottbill Duck  + + + + + + 

Gadwall  + - - - - - 

Eurasian Wigeon - - - + - - 

Northern Shoveler - - - + - - 

Red carestedPochard - + + + + + 

Common Pochard - - + - + + 

Tufted Pochard - - - - - - 

Cotton Teal  - + - - - - 

Sarus Crane  - - - + - - 

White-breasted Waterhen + + + + + + 

Common Moorhen  + + - - - - 

Purple Moorhen  + + + + + + 

Common Coot  + + + + + + 

Black-winged Stilt  +  +  + + 

Red-wattled Lapwing  + + + + + + 

River Lapwing  - - - - - - 
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Little Ringed Plover  + + + + + + 

Marsh Sandpiper  - - - - - - 

Wood Sandpiper  - - + + + + 

Common Sandpiper  + + - - - - 

Little Stint  - - - - - - 

White breasted Kingfisher  + + + + + + 

Small Blue Kingfisher  + + - + - - 

Lesser Pied Kingfisher  + - - - - - 

Common Indian Pipit + + - - - - 

(Legends= Present=+, Absent= -) 

 

Photographs of some birds counted during the census 

 

Purple Heron 

 

Cormorant 

 

Sarus crane 

 

Purple Moorhen 

 

Northern Pintail 

 

Cattle Egret 
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Water Hen 

 

Pond Heron 

 

White- breasted Kingfisher 

 

Bronzed-winged Jacana 

 

Black-headed Ibis 

 

Crested Kingfisher 

 

Common Coot 

 

Phesant-tailed Jacana 

 

Red-wattled Lapwing 

 
Threats to animals due to anthropogenic activities 
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Awareness materials distributed 

 

                           

    Flyers                                                                      Pamphlet  
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2- World Sparrow Day, 20th March, 2017 

 World Sparrow day was started by Nature Forever 

Society on 20
th

 March, 2010. The World Sparrow Day is 

celebrated every year in different parts of the World. This 

celebration also has a broader vision to provide a platform 

where people who are working on the conservation of the 

House Sparrow and other common birds can network, 

collaborate and exchange conservation ideas which will lead 

to better science and improved results.  

 It aims to provide a meeting ground for people from different parts of the world to come 

together and form a force that can play an important role in advocacy and in spreading the 

awareness on the need of conserving common biodiversity or species of lower conservation 

status. 

 The disappearance of sparrow from urban areas is being widely reported from India in 

recent years. It is included in the Red List, indicating high conservation apprehension. The house 

sparrow (Passer domesticus) a member of family Passeridae, is considered to be a relative of the 

weaver Finch family. India has five species of sparrow. 

 Passer hispaniolensis (Spanish Sparrow) 

 Passer pyrrhonotus (Sind Sparrow) 

 Passer rutilans (Russet Sparrow) 

 Passer montanus (Eurasian Tree Sparrow) 

 Passer domesticus (House Sparrow) 

 The humble house sparrows are nature's bio-indicators and enjoy a historical relationship 

with humans for thousands of years. Spread of diseases, lack of food, lack of  habitat, 

electromagnetic waves from mobile phone towers, pollution and use of pesticides  are the major 

reasons for their disappearance. 

 The U.P. State Biodiversity Board has also started sparrow count in collaboration with 

Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Lab, Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow. 

According to that Lucknow  abodes a promising population of House Sparrow. Three types of 

sparrow houses have been installed in different areas of city and the nest boxes are very well 

adapted by house sparrows. Out of three types of nest boxes most preferred were wooden boxes 

followed by shoeboxes and the least preferred were earthen pots. 
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Fig. 1: House Sparrow adopted wooden box           

 

Fig. 2: House Sparrow adopted shoe box  

 

Fig. 3: House Sparrow adopted earthen pot 

 

Fig. 4: House Sparrow adopted earthen pot 

 Till now thousands of nest boxes have been installed in Lucknow and other states of 

Uttar Pradesh: 

   In 2015= 700 nest boxes 

    2016= 500 nest boxes 

    2017= 900 nest boxes 

    2018= the target is to install 450 nest boxes to near district to of Lucknow like Barabanki, 

sitapur, Gonda, Hardoi etc. The volunteers have distributed around 2100 nest boxes in the city 

and spread awareness in about 2000 schools in last two years. 

 Like previous years, three days awareness programme was organized from 18
th

 to 20
th

 

March 2018 and celebrated World Sparrow Day with great enthusiasm. Four teams of 26 

volunteers went in different directions of the city and rural areas. Approximately 15,000 

numbers of people and students of various schools and collages of Lucknow as well as common 

people were made aware about the importance of sparrows. 
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Awareness by Different Teams in Lucknow and associated areas 

 

Fig.5: Awareness among common mass 

 

Fig.6: Distribution of awareness 

material among common mass 

 

Fig.7: Awareness among common mass 

 

Fig.8: Awareness among auto-drivers  

 

 

 

Fig.9: Awareness among market venders 

 

Fig.10: Awareness among shopkeepers 
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Fig.11: Awareness among common 

mass 

 

Fig.12: Distribution of awareness 

material  

Nest Box Distribution Stall  

 A stall for nest box distribution and mass awareness on 20
th

 March 2018 was inaugurated 

by Prof. Padma Saxena and Prof. Amita Kanaujia, University of Lucknow, where sparrow nest 

houses and their favourite plants like kaner, buganbelia, mehandi, gudhal etc were distributed. 

 

Fig.13: Sparrow awareness Stall is ready  

 

Fig.14: Sparrow  awareness stall 

inauguration by Prof. Padma Saxena 

 

Fig.15: Nest boxes are ready  

 

Fig.16: Nest boxes are ready for distribution  
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Fig.17: Distribution of  Sparrow Nest 

boxes in common masses 

 

 

Fig.18: Distribution of  Sparrow 

feeder and plants  in common masses 

 

Fig.19: Distribution of Bird 

feeder(earthen pot), plant and nest box 

 

Fig.20: Distribution of plants  

 

 

SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN 

 A signature campaign for Sparrow Conservation was also held on 20
th

 March 2018 in 

front of the main gate of Regional Science city. It was a great initiative where people and 

common mass enthusiastically gathered and were made aware by volunteers how to conserve 

sparrow. Their signatures and messages conveyed that they are aware of sparrow extinction.  
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People Enthusiastically Participated in Sparrow Conservation Signature Campaign 
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SPARROW COUNT 

 Since 2009 an appeal is being made to the general public every year through print and 

electronic media to count sparrow in and around their garden/house on 20
th

 March in morning 

from 6-7 am since 2011.For that a counting form is also distributed every year with awareness 

material. This activity forced the public to think about the sparrow if it is not found around their 

garden. Hence people were forced to make efforts to bring them back. 

SN Year Number of House Sparrow  

1 2013 2503 

2 2014 3362 

3 2015 5637 

4 2016 6036 

5 2017 7066 

6 2018 8743 

 

Fig.21: House sparrow increasing in every year  

 

 
Fig.22: Number of House sparrow increasing successively from 2013-2018 
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House Sparrow Photo Exhibition: By Rajeev Rawat 

  

 With the efforts of U P State Biodiversity Board and Zoology Department, Lucknow 

University, people have started showing interest in Sparrows and started installing artificial 

sparrow houses in their houses and surrounding areas. Inspired by this thought one person in 

Lucknow, Mr. Rajeev Rawat has captured photos at their own house and represented a beautiful 

Sparrow Gallery. 

 

 

Fig.23: Students of different school are 

seeing Sparrow Photo Exhibition  

 

Fig.24: Sparrow Photo Exhibition is 

ready for inaugration 

 

Fig.25: Sparrow Photo Exhibition 

inauguration by prof. Padma Saxena 

 

Fig.26: Prof. Padma Saxena enhancing 

students knowledge for Sparrow 

conservation 
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Competitions at Regional Science City: 20
th

 March, 2018 

 On 20
th

 March, 2018 various competitions such as Poster, Rangoli and Quiz competitions 

based on House sparrows, have been organized in Regional Science City. Approximate 300 

students of Gurukul Academy, CMS Mahangar, Brightway Inter College, Luknow Public 

School etc. participated in various above competitions. The winners got felicitated with books as 

prizes.  

Event: Poster Competitions Result 

Group A 

S.N. Name Class Institution Position 

1 Kunwar Vaibhav 

Yadav 

7
th

 A Lucknow Public College First 

2 Mohd. Saad Vhan 7
th

 D City Montessori School, 

Gomtinagar 

Second 

3 Anushka Awasthy 8
th

  A Lucknow Public College Third 

4 Arush Narayan 

Srivastava 

8
th

  Gurukul Academy consolation 

5 Alok Mishra 7
th

  B Rani Laxmi Bai Memorial 

School 

consolation 

Group B 

S.N. Name Class Institution Position 

1 Smriti D Yadav 9
th 

D C.M.S. Gomtinagar-I First 

2 Kriti Singh 11
th

 E Lucknow Public College Sahara 

State  

Second 

3 Ayushi Pandey 12
th

  M.D.M Public Inter College Third 

4 Harshita Vaish 12
th

 B.S.N.V. Girls Inter College consolation 
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Fig.27: student participated in Poster 

Competition 

 
Fig.28: student participated in 

Poster Competition 

 
Fig.29: Judgement of Poster 

Competition 

 
Fig.30: Students with their Posters  

 
Fig. 31: Poster Competition Group A: 

1
st
 prize,  Kunwar Vaibhav Yadav,7

th
 

A, Lucknow Public College 

 
Fig.32: Poster Competition Group 

A: Group A,2
nd

 prize, Mohd. Saad 

Vhan, 7
th

   A, C.M.S, Gomtinagar 
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Fig.33: Poster Competition Group A: 

3
rd

   prize, Anushka Awasthy, 8
th

 A, 

Lucknow Public College 

 
Fig.34: Poster Competition Group 

A: Consolation  prize, Arush 

Narayan Srivastava, City 

Montessori School 

 
Fig.35: Poster Competition Group B: 

1
st
 

prize, Smriti D. Yadav, 9
th

-D  C.M.S. 

Gomtinagar 

 
Fig.36: Poster Competition Group 

B: 2
nd

 

prize, Kriti Singh,11
th

-E Lucknow 

Public College Sahara State 

 
Fig.37:Poster Competition Group B: 3

rd
   

prize, Ayushi Pandey, 12
th 

M.D.M 

Public Inter college 

 
Fig.38:Poster Competition Group 

B: Consolation prize, Harshita 

Vaish,12
th 

B.S.N.V Girls Inter 

college 
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 Event: Rangoli Competitions Result 

 Group A 

S.N. Name Class Institution Position 

1 Muneera Ahsan 8
th
 B C.M.S. R.N- II First 

2 Vartika Gupta 8
th
 B C.M.S. R.N- II Second 

3 Ieesha Srivastava 8
th
 B C.M.S. R.N- II Third 

4 Sakshi Sharma 8
th
 B C.M.S. R.N- II Consolation 

Group B 

S.N. Name Class Institution Position 

1 Aditya Srivastava - Pioneer Montessori Inter 

College 

First 

 
Fig.39: student participated in Rangoli 

Competition 

 
Fig.40: Judgment of Rangoli 

Competition 

 
Fig.41: Judgement of Rangoli 

Competition 

 
Fig. 42: Rangoli Competition Group 

A: 1
st
 prize, Muneera Ahsan, 8

th
 

C.M.S. R.N. II 
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Fig.43: Rangoli Competition Group A: 

2
nd

  prize, Vartika Gupta, 8
th

 C.M.S. 

R.N. II 

 

Fig. 44: Rangoli Competition Group 

A: 3
rd

 prize, Ieesha Srivastava, 8
th

 

C.M.S. R.N. II 

 

Fig. 45: Rangoli Competition Group A: 

Consolation prize, Sakshi Sharma 9th 

 C.M.S. Mahanagar 

 

Fig. 46: Rangoli Competition Group 

B: 1
st
 prize, Aditya Srivastava C.M.S. 

Mahanagar 

Event- Quiz Competition 

Group A 

S.N. Name Class Institution Position 

1 Sanskriti Khare  7
th
 Lunknow Public College 

Sahara State  

First 

2 Utkarsh Tiwari 8
th
 C.M.S. Second 

3 Animesh Pathak  6
th
 A Lucknow Public College  Third 

4 Jayant Singh 8
th
 Nirmala Convent Inter 

College 

Consolation 
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Group B 

S.N. Name Class Institution Position 

1 Pritish Sahay Verma 11
th
 Lucknow Public School 

& College, Sahara State 

First 

2 Priyanshi Singh 11
th
 Lucknow Public School 

& College, Sahara State 

Second 

3 Akash Verma 9
th
 A Pioneer Montessori Inter 

College  

Third 

4 Aman Singh 11
th
  Lucknow Public School 

& College, Sahara State 

Consolation 

 

 

Fig.47: Quiz on Sparrow 

 

Fig.48: Participants of Quiz 

Competition 

Some Glimpses of Award Ceremony Function 

 

Fig.51: Winners felicitated by 

Certificates and Books 

 

Fig.52:Group Photo of Volunteers and 

Winners 
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AWARENESS MATERIAL DISTRIBUTED 

Sparrow count form is were distributed and circulated on social media so that people can send 

information regarding sparrow’s number in their locality. 
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3- Newspaper Clippings 
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